
line.                                                  

This horrific statistic gives per-

spective on violence against 

women, but it is not the same as 

attending the vigil and hearing the 

personal and moving stories of 

women who have been abused.                                   

Additionally, SAFE will be educat-

ing the community about domes-

tic violence through flyers, adver-

tisements, displays, articles, 

events and presentations to the 

community.                                

Please join us during DVAM to 

speak out against domestic vio-

lence, honor victims, and show 

support for survivors.  

Domest ic  V io lence Awareness  Month in  October   

SAFE Welcom es  New Volunteer  Coordinator   

Working To End 

This October is Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month (DVAM). SAFE will 

be hosting our annual Candlelight 

Vigil at the Alice Hardie Stevens Cen-

ter on October 21st, at 6:30 p.m.   

“The Candlelight Vigil allows the com-

munity to take a stance against do-

mestic violence by coming together 

to remember those who have  lost 

their lives to domestic violence and 

honor survivors who are still here 

today,” according to Outreach Coor-

dinator Brittany Parsons.                  

Jen Zenor, Executive Director of the 

Wyoming Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence and Sexual Assault 

(WCADVSA), will be speaking this 

year about how domestic violence 

impacts victims.   

Last year, SAFE 

had over 150 

attendees at the 

event and heard 

five survivors’ 

stories who had 

experienced 

domestic violence. We shared the 

stories of Daphne Sulk and Beverly 

Anne Burke, whose lives were lost 

to domestic violence.                                         

Domestic violence affects every-

one in the community. Most likely, 

you know someone who is a vic-

tim; internationally, one in three 

women has been beaten, coerced 

into sex, or otherwise abused dur-

ing her lifetime, according to The 

National Domestic Violence Hot-

ing in September/October and is 

busy preparing the curriculum.                                 

“As a former volunteer I know 

how much fun training can be.  I 

look forward to getting to know 

the new advocates and teaching 

them about SAFE,” said Becca.  

At the beginning of July, SAFE bid 

farewell to Volunteer Coordinator, 

Hope Wilson, who is returning to 

school at UW this fall. Hope was 

the Volunteer Coordinator for 

eight months and previously was 

Outreach Coordinator for one 

year. Hope was trained as an advo-

cate in spring of 2006, making 

SAFE a part of her life for 3 years. 

Hope’s hard work and dedication will 

be missed!                                          

Our new Volunteer Coordinator is 

Becca Fisher. Becca has been an 

advocate since the fall of 2008 and is 

a fabulous addition to staff.        

Becca will be facilitating the next 40 

hours of educational volunteer train-
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Albany  County  SAFE  Pro je c t  

24 Hr Hotline: 745-3556 or       
1-800-230-3556 

Office: 742-7273 V/TTY       
312 Steele Street 

www.safeproject.org 
safeproject@qwestoffice.net 

Upcoming Events:  
 
Volunteer Training:  
40 hours, September 26-October 
3rd, call the office for more details  
 

Statewide Silent Witness:  
October 7th, Rawlins, Wyoming 
 

Candlelight Vigil:  
October 21st, 6:30 p.m., Alice    
Hardie Stevens Center 
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In  Her  Words  

Dear Friends and Supporters of SAFE Project- 
 
Last year, there were 264 domestic violence incidents reported to law enforcement in Albany County. This number 
reflects a very small percentage of victims, as many never report the abuse they endure. As few as 2.5% to 15% 
report their victimization to law enforcement.¹ In 2008, SAFE provided services to 156 victims of domestic violence 
and this year thus far (January through July), we have worked with 151 domestic violence victims. Nationally 1 in 4 
women will be a victim of abuse sometime in their life-25% of the population! These numbers are staggering, even 
to me, the director of an advocacy center for victims of interpersonal violence.   
 
In addition to the personal suffering our clients undergo, domestic violence takes its toll on society as a whole. 
Conservative estimates indicate that each year one million women suffer nonfatal violence by an intimate part-
ner.² By other estimates, four million American women experience a serious assault by an intimate partner during 
an average 12-month period.³ Women visit emergency rooms for injuries caused by their husbands or boyfriends 
more often than for injuries from car accidents, robberies, and rapes combined. 4 It is estimated that domestic 
violence costs employers $3-5 billion annually in the form of increased health care costs, absenteeism, reduced 
productivity and related security costs. 5  
 
Next month, SAFE will be conducting activities to raise awareness about domestic violence. Please join us as we 
gather as a community to take a stand against violence by attending the Candlelight Vigil on October 21st, at 6:30 
p.m., at the Alice Hardie Stevens Center.   

Thank you for all your continued support, 

Kelly Collini  

 

 

 

1Bachman R, Saltzman L. Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report: violence against women:Estimates from the redesigned survey (NCJ-154348). Washington, DC: US Department of Justice, 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1995. 
2Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report: Violence Against Women: Estimates from the Redesigned Survey (NCJ-154348), August 1995, p. 3. 
³Report of the American Psychological Association Presidential Task Force on Violence and the Family, APA, 1996, p. 10. 
4De Becker, G. (1997), The Gift of Fear. Dell Publishing, New York, New York.  
5Bureau of National Affairs. 
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Working To End Violence 

Staff 

Director:                               

Kelly Collini  

Office Manager:                   

Genevieve Reilly 

Director of Development:           

Cynthia MacDuff                  

Volunteer Coordinator:               

Becca Fisher                          

Outreach Coordinator:               

Brittany Parsons                 

AmeriCorps Volunteer:            

Amanda Blair  

Board of Directors 

President: Jessica Bryski          

Vice President: Dasa Robertson 

Secretary: Jennifer Benkman 

Treasurer: Jonnie Jenkins  

Members: Matt Caires  

  Mike Ernst           

  Shawna Kautzman                                           

  Maureen Lutterman   

 

    Volunteers                      

                 

Abigail G. 

Andrea H. 

Ashley C.  

Chaz G. 

Chelsay E. 

Clayton N.  

Erika S.  

Erin M. 

Gina U. 

Hannah S. 

Heather D. 

Holly H.  

John A.  

K.C. V.  

Kaitlin H.  

Katerie D.  

Kayla M.  

Linda G. 

Margeaux W.  

Patrick H. 

Ryan F.  

Sagan M. 

Sean M. 

Tammy W. 

Tess M.  

Whitney C.  

              

Back-Up 

Brian S. 

Hope W.   

Rosie L. 

Sandy W. 

             Trish W. 

 

Translators 

Don R. 

Emily B. 

Jennifer B. 

Klaus H. 

Megan M. 

Nicolette J. 

Yan Z. 

Yolima C. 

 

Volunteer 

Hours 

May:  

889.25  

($15,766.40)    

June:  

689.25

(12,220.40) 

July:  

547  

($9,698.31)   

A survivor recently shared her 
story: 

 
I went to SAFE quite a few times 

over the last year. I have a violent 

alcoholic husband whose abuse 

was getting worse and worse. I 

had no family and no friends 

really; I needed help and felt very 

lost and helpless. SAFE was a bea-

con of hope in some of my darkest 

moments. 

SAFE helped me with counseling 

and a protection order, groceries 

and when it came time they 

helped me get what I needed to 

get away safely. They listened 

without judgment, were endlessly 

patient and helped me find my 

own strength as well. 

My overall experience at SAFE was 

amazing. Every-

one there truly 

cared about me 

and my safety 

as well as my 

every day 

needs. They 

patiently lis-

tened; they helped me to see op-

tions I didn’t even realize I had. 

SAFE gave me the greatest gift of 

all--me. They helped keep me safe 

and did not judge me when I was-

n’t ready to leave yet. When I 

finally was ready to leave I was 

nearly destitute, alone and afraid. 

Because of their dedication I am 

able to truly escape my abuser, 

who has been getting more and 

more lethal. Words can’t truly 

explain the grati-

tude I feel for 

them. 

It takes an amaz-

ing level of com-

passion and un-

derstanding to be 

able to listen 

without judgment and to help 

people in need (due to family vio-

lence) without making them feel 

obligated to get away from their 

abuser. They may not be ready for 

that, but it doesn’t diminish them 

as a person or make their needs 

less important. SAFE staff is a true 

blessing for this community. 

Kassandra 

 
Name changed for confidentiality. 

They patiently          
listened; they helped 
me to see options I   
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ L 

had. SAFE gave me the 
greatest gift of allτ

me. 
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Fall 2009 

Statistics 

 

May 2009 

New Clients: 23 

On-going Clients: 21 

Hotline calls: 121 

Types of Victimization 

Domestic Violence: 18 

Stalking: 2 

Elder Abuse: 1 

Other: 2  

Shelter Statistics 

Total Sheltered: 17 

Outreach 

Presentations: 12 

Persons Attended: 107 

June 2009 

New Clients: 36 

On-going Clients: 16 

Hotline calls: 110 

Types of Victimization 

Domestic Violence: 26 

Sexual Assault: 2 

Stalking: 6 

Unknown: 2  

Shelter Statistics 

Total Sheltered: 10 

Outreach 

Presentations: 1 

Persons Attended: 15 

July 2009  

New Clients: 23 

On-going Clients: 19 

Hotline calls: 138 

Types of Victimization 

Domestic Violence: 19 

Stalking: 3 

Child Abuse: 1 

Shelter Statistics 

Total Sheltered: 9 

Outreach 

Presentations: 2 

Persons Attended: 34 

SAFE’s client numbers are up sig-

nificantly from previous years. Not 

only are we providing advocacy to 

more clients, but we are also shel-

tering more clients than we ever 

have before.  

A common question we hear in 

response to these high numbers is, 

“does the bad economy cause do-

mestic violence?”  

According to Dawn Dalton, Execu-

tive Director of the Chicago Metro-

politan Battered Women’s Net-

work, “there is no conclusive evi-

dence to suggest that more people 

commit violence during tough eco-

nomic times.”  

However, we know that without 

financial resources to leave a part-

ner, more victims may be subject 

to abuse. Tough economic times 

can exacerbate a domestic violence 

situation and make already violent 

tendencies more likely.  

Furthermore, a downturn in the 

economy may negatively affect 

victims when state budgets and 

other funding sources are cut.  

For example, California Governor 

Arnold Schwarzenegger recently 

cut 100% of state funding to all 

domestic violence shelters – taking 

about $20 million away from pro-

grams working to end violence 

against women.    

How discouraging not only for do-

mestic violence programs, but 

victims as well. Having 100% of 

state funding cut means that many 

victims will not receive the services 

they need to rebuild their lives 

after experiencing a violent inci-

dent.  

So the answer to the question, 

“does the bad economy cause do-

mestic violence?” is we cannot say 

for certain; correlation does not 

mean causation. However, SAFE’s 

client numbers are indeed high this 

year, and we will continue to moni-

tor trends and discern the cause.   

There is no conclusive  
evidence to suggest that 

more people commit      
violence during tough  

economic times. 

At the recent Victim Services Con-

ference in Cheyenne, Anne Munch 

J.D., spoke about the difficulty of 

prosecuting sexual assault cases 

when consent is used as a defense. 

When the perpetrator alleges that 

the victim consented, sexual as-

sault cases become extremely chal-

lenging to prosecute. Munch is a 

recognized expert in the field of 

domestic violence, sexual assault 

and stalking, and she has directed 

multiple agencies in Colorado that 

are working to end violence against 

women.  

Consent in sexual assault cases can 

become extremely convoluted 

because it has to do with context; 

it can be different on a case-to-

case basis.  According to Munch, 

the motto of a non-stranger sexual 

offender often is, “I am going to 

have sex tonight. If it is consensual, 

fine. But I am going to have sex 

tonight.” This thought is problem-

atic because it creates a mindset 

for offenders that their actions 

could not be perceived as rape, 

when in fact that is exactly what 

they are doing—having sex without 

consent.  

When prosecutors are able to 

prove that victims experienced 

trauma, it makes it possible to beat 

the consent defense, as sex be-

tween consenting adults should 

never be traumatizing.  

Munch explained that trauma is 

almost always evident in sexual 

assault cases. Traumatized sexual 

assault victims tend to have frag-

mented memories. This can mean 

a victim’s recollection of being 

sexually assaulted doesn’t always 

match up to accounts by witnesses 

or the perpetrator. It is normal for 

victims to not remember the de-

tails in the aftermath of an assault.   

Educating the public about sexual 

assault and consent is crucial in 

order to see more perpetrators 

being held accountable for their 

actions.  

If juries are able to believe that 

victims were in fact traumatized, 

then they can understand that 

consent was not given and there-

fore a sexual assault occurred.  

 

 

You can now view SAFE 
Project’s quarterly    

newsletter online at 
www.safeproject.org!  
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Our Mission: 

SAFE Project strives òto advocate for victims of domestic abuse, sexual assault, rape, and incest, and to cre-

ate change through education and awareness to eliminate violence.ó We also work with victims of stalk-

ing, child and elder abuse.    

SAFE Project would like to extend our warmest thank you to the following individuals and organizations who have made              
contributions from June to August 2009: 

§ Anonymous donors  

§ Jennifer & Craig Benkman  

§ Cleta & Mark Booth  

§ Linda Brooks  

§ Jess Bryski & Andrew Young 

§ Byrd’s Paradise  

§ Danica Carlson  

§ Cellular Plus  

§ Jeannie Czech  

§ Julie Devine  

§ Lyndie Duff  

§ Embroidery Network Foundation  

§ Ensignal/Verizon 

§ Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming  

§ Michael & Amy Ernst  

§ First Baptist Church  

§ Megan Hanneman  

§ Sherri Hogelin 

§ Jonnie & Bradley Jenkins  

§ Mike Johnson  

§ Shirley Kingston  

§ Joe Korpitz  

§ Sandra & Charles Ksir 

§ LHS Amnesty International 

§ Jason & Linda Lillegraven  

§ Gabriel Lucero  

§ Lisa Muller 

§ Windy Perkins 

§ Amber Reagan  

 

§ Debbie Rieger 

§ Bonita & James Ross 

§ Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

§ Laura Smith  

§ Soroptimist  

§ Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  

§ United Presbyterian  

§ Mary Ann Van Syoc  

§ Mary & William Walden  

§ Hannah Welsh  

§ John White  

§ Aietta Wiedmann  

§ Travis Winger  

§ Trish & Glenn Worley  

Electronic Version Available: If you would like the newsletter to be sent to you electronically, please let us know!           
Contact Brittany at safeoutreach@qwestoffice.net or 742-7273 

Another Way to 
Support SAFE!  

When you shop at 
Albertsons, you can 

help SAFE by       
scanning a          

Community Partner 
Card (call 742-7273 
to obtain one) and a 
percentage of your 

purchase will be 
donated to SAFE!  


