
bedrooms and two 

bathrooms.  Each 

unit has a washer, 

dryer and dish-

washer.  All units 

are ADA compliant 

and accessible.  

The new shelter will 

offer clients more 

space, privacy, com-

fort and security than the previous 

shelter home. The new office 

building will offer numerous pri-

vate client advocacy rooms, and 

office spaces where clients can 

work on resumes, financial aid 

applications, job applications and 

other business. The new space will 

also include staff offices, a child’s 

playroom and a conference room.  

A larger office will allow SAFE 

Project to offer services previously 

not available due to limited space.  

Having both buildings on the same 

property will allow a better con-

nection between SAFE staff and 

clients, improved confidentiality, 

safety and easier access to ser-

vices for clients.  

Continued on page 2 

SAFE Prepares To Purchase New Faci l i ty 

Working To End 

SAFE Project board 

and staff have been 

diligently working to 

secure a new shelter 

and office building. 

SAFE is excited to 

share that they will be 

purchasing a new 

property on January 

15, 2010.  

Last fall, the agency sold their shel-

ter, which was built in 1918, and 

began to look for a more modern 

property. Specific needs for the 

new shelter included  increased 

space, accessibility for people with 

limited mobility, and less mainte-

nance and utility costs. Plans for a 

new office facility were also neces-

sary because SAFE Project has seen 

a 100% increase in clients since 

2007, and no longer has the space 

necessary to conduct business in a 

safe, efficient manner. Lack of 

privacy, space and safety pose 

challenges to protecting confiden-

tiality and making it difficult for 

clients to disclose personal infor-

mation. The current office does 

not have a room to conduct board 

meetings, volunteer training or 

support groups. The current office 

also lacks vital security features 

which will be included in both new 

facilities. 

“This is so exciting for SAFE and so 

wonderful for our clients. With this 

move we will dramatically improve 

services for clients for years to 

come,” said Kelly Collini, Executive 

Director. 

The new property is located at 

317/319 Lincoln Street in West 

Laramie. There are two single level 

buildings built in 2005, a large 

parking area, several storage units 

and a large yard. The shelter build-

ing consists of three separate 

apartment units, each with three 
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Albany County SAFE Project 

24 Hr Hotline: 745-3556 or       
1-800-230-3556 

Office: 742-7273 V/TTY       
312 Steele Street 

www.safeproject.org 
safeproject@qwestoffice.net 

Upcoming Events:  
 
Community Night for Stalking 
Awareness Month: 
January 13th at McAlister's-come 
eat & support SAFE, 5-9pm.  

 
Volunteer Training: 
40 Hours, starting in February, call 
the office for more details. 

 
aƻƴŜȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΥ {!C9Ωǎ 
new class for clients. 
Starting January 13th, call the office 
for more details.  
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SAFE Prepares to Purchase New Faci l i ty  Cont. 

Dear Friends & Supporters of SAFE Project- 
 
This holiday season, SAFE has so much to be grateful for. Over the last few months, we have worked with 
more families than ever before, and with tremendous community support we are able to continue providing 
vital services to clients. Here are some recent examples of how well SAFE is supported by the community:  
 

¶ The UW group, Campus Ventures, donated their time and effort to give SAFE’s office a much needed 
facelift. Members scraped and repainted the garage, touched up the windowsills, and raked and pulled 
weeds around the property.  

¶ A business in town, Campus Habitat, donated eight bed frames, an entertainment center, end table, 
night stand, and three desks recently that SAFE is keeping in storage to use in our new shelter and of-
fice.  

¶ A local business owner, Pat Kiovsky, made a generous donation that one of our clients, who is setting 
up her own place, had requested. This client benefited from a small refrigerator, kitchen table, cre-
denza, microwave, blender and coffee pot.    

¶ The Latter Day Saints Church donated over 70 age specific child packets to SAFE, that had items such as 
coloring books, play dough, and activities. As of October 2009, SAFE has provided services to 117 chil-
dren. These packets will be greatly appreciated by youth.  

 
These donations represent just a few of the many donations we receive throughout the year. SAFE appreci-
ates that we have such great support from a community that understands the dynamics of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault and stalking. Without this vital community support, SAFE would not be able to continue 
to provide services to victims.  
 
Thanks for all you do to support SAFE Project and Happy Holidays!  

SAFE Project Staff  
 

Happy Hol idays f rom SAFE Project   
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Working To End Violence 

Staff  

 

Director:                                       

Kelly Collini  

Office Manager:                         

Genevieve Reilly 

Director of Development:           

Cynthia MacDuff                  

Volunteer Coordinator:               

Becca Fisher                          

Outreach Coordinator:               

Brittany Parsons       

Housing & Life Skills Coordinator:  

Bryan Watt            

AmeriCorps Volunteer:            

Amanda Blair  

Intern:  

Sagan Myers  

 

Board of Directors  

President: Jessica Bryski          

Vice President: Dasa Robertson 

Secretary: Jennifer Benkman 

Treasurer: Jonnie Jenkins  

Members:  Matt Caires  

               Mike Ernst                                                            

Shawna Kautzman                                                   

Maureen Lutterman   

Volunteers            

Andrea H. 

Angela L.  

Ashley C.  

Chaz G. 

Chelsay E. 

Christy G.  

Clayton N.  

Crystal H.  

Erika S.  

Erin M. 

Gina U. 

Holly H.  

John A.  

K.C. V.  

Kaitlin H.  

Katerie D.  

Kayla M. 

Kyndra C.  

Linda G. 

Margeaux W.  

Michael S. 

Nick V. 

Patrick H. 

Ryan F.  

Sagan M. 

Sean M.  

Sienna W. 

Tess M.  

 

Back-Up 

Abigaile G. 

Brian S. 

Hannah S. 

Trish W.  

              

Translators  

Abigaile G. 

Don R. 

Emily B. 

Jennifer B. 

Klaus H. 

Megan M.  

Nicolette J. 

Yan Z. 

Yolima C. 

 

Volunteer 

Hours  

August:  

567  

($10,052.91)  

September:  

850 

($15,070.50)  

October:  

574 

($10,177.02)  

 

Board and staff looked carefully at 

the pros and cons of having the 

office and shelter in the same 

location. 

“We found that several shelters in 

the state and across the country 

have facilities where the shelter 

location is not confidential. Con-

cerns about safety and confidenti-

ality are addressed by increasing 

security. Having staff members 

working on site also helps to pro-

vide an additional level of security 

that did not exist when the shelter 

and office were in separate loca-

tions,” said Kelly Collini, SAFE Ex-

ecutive Director. 

SAFE Project has received funding 

for the new facilities through two 

Community Development Block 

Grants (CDBG’s) from the Wyo-

ming Community Development 

Authority and the Wyoming Busi-

ness Council totaling $550,000. 

Other funding came from the 

Guthrie Family Foundation, fund-

raising events, and individual do-

nations.  

“The CDBG grants and foundation 

assistance have provided vital 

funding for this project and we are 

enormously appreciative of this 

support. Funding is still needed for 

furnishings and landscaping, but 

we are confident we will be able 

to raise the necessary money 

through community donations,” 

said SAFE Development Director,  

Cynthia MacDuff. 

The office building will require 

minor renovations, which SAFE 

hopes to have completed this 

summer. The shelter house will 

not require renovations and will 

be ready for use by SAFE as early 

as spring 2010.    

“So many individuals worked tire-

lessly on behalf of SAFE. It is a true 

community project and we are 

thrilled to see our efforts finally 

come together for these new fa-

cilities,” said Jessica Bryski, SAFE 

Board Chair.  

For more information contact Kelly 

Collini or Cynthia MacDuff at 742-

7273. 

 



Communi ty Support  for  SAFE Project   

Staf f  Changes at  SAFE Project   

Page 3 

Winter 2009 

Statistics 

 

August 2009  

New Clients: 36 

On-going Clients: 25   

Hotline calls: 138 

Types of Victimization 

Domestic Violence: 25 

Sexual Assault: 1 

Stalking: 3 

Child Abuse: 4 

Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault: 

2 

Unknown: 1 

Shelter Statistics 

Total Sheltered: 14 

Outreach 

Presentations: 3 

Persons Attended: 29 

September 2009  

New Clients: 35 

On-going Clients: 10 

Hotline calls: 151 

Types of Victimization 

Domestic Violence: 27 

Sexual Assault: 2 

Stalking: 1 

Child Abuse: 5  

Shelter Statistics 

Total Sheltered: 17 

Outreach 

Presentations: 8 

Persons Attended: 156  

October 2009  

New Clients: 17 

On-going Clients: 17 

Hotline calls: 159  

Types of Victimization 

Domestic Violence: 15 

Other: 2  

Shelter Statistics 

Total Sheltered: 14 

Outreach 

Presentations: 11 

Persons Attended: 297 

In September, SAFE Project hired a 

new Housing and Life Skills Coordi-

nator, Bryan Watt. He has been a 

volunteer for SAFE since the sum-

mer of 2007, and is a great addi-

tion to staff.  

Bryan’s main responsibilities in-

clude working with shelter clients, 

conducting a financial literacy 

class, assisting clients with housing 

and compiling monthly statistics.                                                 

With Bryan’s position, SAFE has 

been able to conduct more effec-

tive, long-term advocacy.   

Additionally, in January SAFE will 

say goodbye to our AmeriCorps 

Volunteer of the past year, 

Amanda Blair.  

Amanda’s main project has been 

coordinating SAFE’s Sexual Assault 

Response Team (SART). She has 

worked extensively to update 

SAFE’s sexual assault protocols and 

improve collaboration between 

community agencies.   

SAFE is so grateful for all of 

Amanda’s hard work. SAFE’s new  

AmeriCorps Volunteer, Sagan 

Myers will be starting in January. 

Sagan has been SAFE’s intern since 

September, and we are excited to 

have her at the office full time.   

As the AmeriCorps Volunteer, Sa-

gan will be responsible for con-

ducting client advocacy as well as 

exploring the possibility of SAFE’s 

Court Watch program. Through 

Court Watch, SAFE will be attempt-

ing to increase public participation 

in legal matters surrounding do-

mestic violence, sexual assault and 

stalking cases in Albany County.  

October was a very busy month for 

community involvement with vari-

ous SAFE Project activities.  

First, the UW Fraternity, Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon (SAE), had two differ-

ent fundraisers benefiting SAFE: 

¶ A Male Auction, where SAE 

members were up for bid for 

platonic dating and handi-

work, which raised $1,350. 

¶ SAE’s annual Haunted House-

which brought in $1500. 

Second, another UW group, Men 

Against Violence (MAV), hosted 

their annual “Walk a Mile in Her 

Shoes,” an event to raise aware-

ness of gender violence while 

marching in high heels, which 

raised $889.  

Additionally, SAFE hosted fall Vol-

unteer Training. We now have 37 

volunteers, to assist with our 24-

hour hotline, grocery shopping for 

shelter clients and office projects.  

SAFE is fortunate that we have 

tremendous community support. 

For publicity during Domestic Vio-

lence Awareness Month, SAFE 

asked local pizza businesses to help 

distribute over 13,000 flyers  with 

information about domestic vio-

lence.  

Finally, SAFE hosted our annual 

Candlelight Vigil on October 21st. 

We had three brave survivors pro-

vide testimonials and had a great 

turnout of over 100 community 

members.  

Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month gives SAFE a great opportu-

nity to raise awareness of a serious 

issue. We hope that the commu-

nity continues to work towards 

ending violence by supporting SAFE 

throughout the year.    

You can now view SAFE 
Project’s quarterly    

newsletter online at 
www.safeproject.org   

Stalk ing Awareness Month in  January  
This January marks Stalking Aware-

ness Month. SAFE will be honoring 

the month by distributing flyers in 

the community with information 

about the realities of stalking.  

One in 12 women and one in 45 

men will be stalked in their life-

time, according to the Stalking 

Resource Center. Additionally, 76% 

of females murdered by their inti-

mate partners had been previously 

stalked by their perpetrators. Stalk-

ing is a dangerous crime that can 

happen to anyone and affects us 

all.  

“Stalking can disrupt a person’s 

entire life; from their ability to 

safely get to and from work, to 

their emotional well-being. As a 

community, we need to learn more 

about the implications and conse-

quences of stalking in order to 

combat it effectively,” said Out-

reach Coordinator Britt Parsons.  

SAFE accepts            
donations on our    
website through      

PayPal.  
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Our Mission: 

SAFE Project strives òto advocate for victims of domestic abuse, sexual assault, rape, and incest, and to cre-

ate change through education and awareness to eliminate violence.ó We also work with victims of stalk-

ing, child and elder abuse.    

SAFE Project would like to extend our warmest thank you to the following individuals and organizations who have made              
contributions from September to November 2009: 

¶  27 Anonymous Donations  

¶ Sarah Aksamit 

¶ American Culinary Federation 

¶ Appaloosa Broadcasting  

¶ Katherine Birdsall 

¶ Kristen Blevins 

¶ Molly Brauer  

¶ Brett Brockman 

¶ Jess Bryski and Andrew Young 

¶ Kathleen Buell 

¶ Byrd’s Paradise  

¶ Campus Habitat 

¶ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints  

¶ City of Laramie  

¶ Dave Cozzens  

¶ Lemuel Cutler 

¶ Charlotte Davis  

¶ Diocese of Wyoming 

¶ Garrett and Heather Dodson  

¶ Jessica Donnelly  

¶ Randi and Timothy Downham 

¶ Rev. Lyndie Duff  

¶ Matt Duncan 

¶ Sue Dyer  

¶ Kelli and Leif Erickson  

¶ Lynn Erickson 

¶ First Baptist Church  

¶ First Interstate BancSystems          
Foundation  

¶ Phyllis Flock  

¶ Ryan Foristal  

¶ Arianna Fuchsberger 

¶ Good Search  

¶ Sarah Gray 

¶ Lisa Gregory  

¶ Kendall Hayford  

¶ Larry and Carolyn Hazlett 

¶ Carly Henning 

¶ Sherri Hogelin 

¶ Amber Holen  

¶ Independent Charities of  America  

¶ Brad and Jonnie Jenkins  

¶ Carline Johnson  

¶ Rebecca Junge 

¶ Kappa Kappa Gamma  

¶ Lydia Kercher  

¶ Kiddie Cottage  

¶ Pat Kiovsky  

¶ Amanda Lamey 

¶ Bruce and Karen Lange  

¶ Laramie Telephone Exchange  

¶ Laramie Travel Center 

¶ William Laycook 

¶ Shirley Lilley  

¶ Project Linus  

¶ Jon and Virgina Madsen  

¶ David McCarty, P.C.  

¶ Men Against Violence  

¶ Mountain West Farm Bureau  

Electronic Version Available: If you would like the newsletter to be sent to you electronically, please let us know!           
Contact Brittany at safeoutreach@qwestoffice.net or 742-7273 

¶ Blaine and Nina Parsons  

¶ Corey Saner  

¶ Nicole Santana 

¶ Audrey Shalinsky 

¶ Marie Sheaffer  

¶ Shelter Alliance  

¶ Angela Shelton  

¶ Sheela Schermetzler 

¶ Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

¶ Joanna Steane and Robert Lick  

¶ Unitarian Universal Fellowship of      
Laramie  

¶ United Presbyterian Church 

¶ Sue Wedel 

¶ Holli Welch 

¶ Andrew Wilson  

¶ Women in Crisis  

 


